Fortis

Fortis Engineering Co

FORTIS ENGINEERING CO., Ltd., Toolmakers, Norfolk Street, Coventry. T. A.: " Fortis Coventry." T. N.:
Coventry 800.

Established 1900. Incorporated 1910.

Directors: Frank Martin and Hubert Martin.

Speciality.—" Fortis " steel parallel vices (patent). (Fortis Engineering Graces Guide, 2017)

Fortis is a company about which very little is known. We know they were established in
Coventry in 1900 and incorporated as a company in 1910, but subsequently we can find very
little except some adverts and catalogue entries. In 1918 we find they had 15 male
employees based at Fortis Works, Percy Street, Coventry. (coventry Collections Org, n.d.)

1918 Directory of Manufacturers in Engineering_ and Allied Trades: Company F

4929 Fortis Engingering Co., Ltd., The, Parallel vices (steel).
Noriolk Street, Coventry. Employees : Male 15, Female
Phone : Coventry 800.
T /A : Fortis, Coventry.
Area No. 4.

1922 Alfred Herbert catalogue

FORTIS QUICK RELEASE STEEL VICES

Similar in design to the Ajax Vices listed above.

e e b WY Each et
10 43" i 5” 16 1bs. £8 5 0 £€1 8 0
11 5} 31" 6" 54 1bs 910 0 110 0
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CCD/CES/1/1898: Percy Street, 'Fortis Works' (Coventry Collections Org, n.d.)


https://www.gracesguide.co.uk/Fortis_Engineering_Co

(Fortis Engineering, n.d.) Seems 1st or 2" generation with plate affixed to side. Round hub
for bar.
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Ebay advert 2022 later No 6 model “Unbreakable”. Egg shaped anvil stylish casting. Flat hub

for bar.


https://www.gracesguide.co.uk/File:Im081230-Fortis.jpg
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Ebay 2022 Steel No12 later shaped design csting but no “Unbreakable”. Egg shaped anvil
flat hub for bar



Ebay advert 2022. Steel No 12 adjacent re
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ctangular anvil, round hub for bar




Ebay 2022 Steel No 10 remote square anvil and round hub for bar.
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Ebay 2022. No 12. VM cast into base and extra 12 cast (now in 3 places) Round hub.
Production numbers punched onto side plates. Rectangular anvil.
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Fortis 11. One side Fortis Steel 11.
Reverse “The Fortis Engg Co L Coventry”

Stylish casting remote rectangle anvil. Round hub.
Matches 1920 advert below.



Ebay 2022. The Fortis Steel. No size. rectangular anvil round hub. End of moving jaw like
Record 112 series (or vice versa !!)

The “Fortis™ Steel Parallel Vice

The only Vice with absolute
GUARANTEE

Either quick action or
screw-all-the-way

The Fortis Engineering Co., Ltd., Coventry

Wholesale only Supplies from ALL the leading Tool Factors,

R4

1920.

Gt @ GRIP on Things)
weth « FORTIS

ALL STEEL VICE !

FORTIS TOOLS LTD - 91 STATION ST.. BIRMINGHAM 5§

1951
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Fortis Steel Combination Vice Fortis Steel Offset Vices Fig. 9153

Fig. 9152
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Fortis of Norfolk Street, Coventry, and of 91 Station Street, Birmingham.
Manufacturers of engineers vices.
Established 1900.

It is suggested that Fortis and Ajax Vices are the same and all made by Alfred Herbert.
(demographic, 2013)

Note: Moving jaw end shape is different on Fortis and Ajax designs — any version/model/date.
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Alfred Herbert branded AJAX vice No 2.



